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Contruction plans rolling along

UPD solicits feedback
in town hall meeting
by Christian Gin
Staff Writer

Kenny Martin, senior journalism major and member of the bowling
team, bowls Tuesday in the Student Union Bowling Center. The

center is scheduled to be closed for approximately one year
beginning March 2013. Photo by Raphael Kluzniok / Spartan Daily

see News p. 8

Sophomores chat about college careers
by Greg Nelson
Staff Writer

Sophomores looking for resources to help
them through college life attended the third
annual Sophomore Advising Expo, held
in the Student Union ballroom yesterday.
The event, which was sponsored by the
SJSU Advising Liaisons and Student Academic Success Services, has been held every year since 2010 to help sophomores and
freshmen get acclimated to the school and
its various departments and policies, according to the staff.
Sophomore kinesiology major Alecia
Chan said she took advantage of the event’s
resources.
“I want to see some (advisers) to see exactly where I should be,” she said. “I’m not
entirely sure I want to stay where I am, so
(I’m here for) reassurance, basically.”
Animation major Elizabeth Eng said she
agreed.
“Just finding out what other resources
are available, and free lunch,” Eng said.
Maureen Scharberg, associate vice president of student academic success services,
said that the focus is on sophomores and
second semester freshmen because of the
transition they’re still going through.
Scharberg said most of the emphasis
from advisers is focused on first semester
freshmen and graduating seniors.
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“This event is for sophomores and
freshmen to talk to department representatives, faculty (and) student affairs,
to get information on connecting to
San Jose State,” Scharberg said. “Especially as they transition from coming to
San Jose State and finding their sense of
belonging here, so it’s really a resource fair
for them.”
There were various booths crowding
the room with representatives from various
departments trying to grab the attention of
students.
Lael Adediji, coordinator of academic advising, helped set up the event.
“There a lot of people here to talk to
and also information students will want
to know as they move from the lower division to becoming a junior, when
it comes to things like applying for graduation, thinking about internships and careers
down the line,” Adediji said. “We have a lot
of things they can think about right now
and also in terms of planning long term.”
Several students said they came to take
advantage of the resources provided by the
event.
Robert Garcia, a sophomore philosophy
major, said he hoped to meet with the philosophy department head.
“I wanted to let him know where I am
right now and what other courses are
available and what prerequisites are required,” Garcia said. “So I’m looking for my

Campus
Village
to close
during
summer

department and whatever other resources
are available here.”
Gonzalo Queja, a freshman pre-nursing
major, is also trying to acclimate himself to
the college.
“I haven’t been (visiting) the resources,
like tutoring and peer counseling,” Queja
said. “There might be something new here
that I didn’t even know about yet.”
Susan Shillinglaw, an English professor
and major adviser, said she came up with
the idea for the event in 2009.
“My project for the first year that the
(San Jose State advising) liaisons were
organized was to look at sophomore
advising because there’s so much focus
in all universities on freshmen and having freshmen come in as transfer students
from high school,” Shillinglaw said. “Then
when they’ve declared their majors as juniors and seniors then we focus on them as
majors but sophomores kind of get lost.”
Shillinglaw said she did research on
what other universities did for sophomores and found that some went on
retreats and some held special events for
them, so she thought SJSU should also be
doing something for sophomores.
“I thought we should have something
that focused just on sophomores and second-semester freshmen and what information we can provide for them,” Shillinglaw
said. “I hope the students feel there’s lot
of energy here and get a lot of information.”

by Alyxandra Goodwin
Staff Writer

This summer, Campus Village
buildings A, B and C will be closed
due to the final phase of construction
of water pipes in the buildings.
Campus Village A is the on-campus housing option that is not only
for students, but also for faculty and
staff.
Even though these buildings are
traditionally open during this time,
their closure means that the residents
will need to find other housing options this summer.

The University Police Department hosted a town hall
meeting to open up dialogue
between the police department
and SJSU students about safety
issues on campus.
The event, held in Morris
Daily Auditorium yesterday afternoon, was an open forum for
students to ask questions about
the UPD and safety at SJSU.
Chief of Police Pete Decena
answered questions in an open
forum for any of the 57 students in attendance who asked.
“The event is a great opportunity for any students to give
feedback to UPD,” said Calvin
Worsnup, Associated Students
vice president. “The UPD needs
to hear from students on what
is happening and if they need
to make improvements.”
Decena said this event was a
direct way for students to talk
to the UPD officers.
“This is a way for students to
have their voice heard about us,”
Decena said. “(UPD) does not
always see things on campus
from the student’s perspective.”
The big goal is that UPD
wants to create an advisory
council that would consist of
students and faculty, Decena
said.

“We want people from every
college at SJSU,” Decena said.
“This would also include Associated Students, Greek life and
athletics as well.”
Sgt. John Laws said the advisory council would help inform
the UPD on what is happening.
“There would be a chief adviser and students can take part
in this,” Laws said. “We need a
broad perspective of representation on this future council.
The advisory council will
hopefully be ready for the fall
2012 semester, Decena said.
Decena addressed several of
the needs the UPD has, along
with goals for the future at SJSU.
“This was an informative
town meeting,” political science
major Jorden Castagna said. “I
liked how they addressed several gray areas and the jurisdiction on UPD.”
One of the frequently asked
questions was about the jurisdiction of UPD and its relationship
with San Jose Police Department.
Decena said UPD is in
charge of SJSU’s campus exclusively as well as a few streets
surrounding it.
In regards to the blue light
system, Decena said the response can take two to three
minutes for someone to arrive
on the scene.

SEE UPD PAGE 2

Peter Decena, Chief of Police at the SJSU University Police Department, talked with students at the annual Security and Fire Safety
forum in Morris Dailey Auditorium on Tuesday at 3:30 p.m. UPD
provided an annual report of crime statistics at the event, which
is available at UPD’s website. Photo by Sierra Duren / Spartan Daily

CORRECTION
In the March 13 issue of the Spartan Daily, the article titled “Students compete to fund projects,” projected the incorrect thought
that the Student Research Competition funds the students’ projects
for 26 years. However, this is not the case, the competition has
been in existence for 26 years. The Spartan Daily regrets the error.

While Campus Village is closed,
housing will be offering alternative
housing options in the residence
halls: Joe West, Hoover Hall, Royce
Hall and Washburn Hall, buildings
that are usually student housing.
Victor Culatta, director and chief
housing officer for SJSU housing, lives
in CVA currently and said the option
of residence halls is OK for students,
but he does not know where he will
stay for the summer.
“These are professionals,” Culatta
said. “They want to be able to cook in
their own kitchens.”
“The bricks,” the residence halls
that were built in 1960, and Joe West

are the traditional idea of student
dorms with community bathrooms
and community kitchens. Campus
Village Buildings B and C are considered “apartment style,” similar to
a suite, with a kitchen and bathroom
in each room, which is shown on the
housing website.
Like Culatta, many staff and faculty will have to find local, off-campus
options, he said.
“I believe they were planning to
just put water softeners in and then
they realized there were pipes that
were clogged,” said Kevina Brown, the

SEE CVA PAGE 2
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UPD: Student safety
on campus discussed
FROM PAGE 1
Decena said the blue light
system is the collection of blue
poles located around campus.
They are for emergencies only
and the calls go directly to UPD,
according to the UPD website.
On occasion, some people
will provide a false report or
prank on them and the police
want things to be verified, according to Decena.
Attendees asked questions
about possible scenarios on
when to call and how the emergency system works.
Decena said the Alert-SJSU
system alerts students of breaking news and sends text messages to students on behalf of
UPD when an emergency rises.
Students are required to
register for Alert-SJSU for any
possible emergency news that
occurs around campus, according to Decena.
Decena said he wants to see
a more efficient way developed
for getting the word out to students on news such as a shooting or a robbery.
“We look at how we do messaging on issues and need to
get better at it,” he said. “The
public address system needs
improvement and we hope to
have a security initiative on it.”
Behind the scenes, UPD
has a cell phone in the control
room for the dispatch which is
open 24 hours, Decena said.
Lt. Frank Belcastro added
some tips for students to prevent
incidents that may happen on
campus.
For bikers at SJSU, Belcastro recommended students use
a U-lock when they park their
bicycle because theft has been
frequent if an attractive bike is
locked up by a chain.

ON THIS DAY IN 1978
THE SPARTAN DAILY REPORTED...

Another tip is for students
to be alert when it comes to
alcohol, according to Decena,
because people can become
abusive or unaware of their surroundings if they are drunk and
nearby others.
The last and most important
tip is for students to always be
alert and report anything that
is suspicious, Decena said.
UPD is not always informed
of things that can happen
around the campus, and they
need to be notified by someone
in the area to be there, according to Belcastro.
Laws said he hopes students
keep informing UPD of happenings so it can get on the scene.
“We need the community
of students, staff and faculty
to be in communication with
us,” Laws said. “The UPD is
not alert on the spot with
what goes on.”

“The public
address
system
needs
improvement
and we hope
to have
a security
initiative
on it.”

Above: Senior music major Merlin Chestnut, shown seconds before the 50-penny snatch he made to capture second place in the Student

Union coin-snatching contest. Photo by Ross Mehan / Spartan Daily

Enrollment rate steady for spring since 1974: Spring enrollment has been around 26,000 since 1974 according to Gail Fullerton, SJSU
executive vice president. According to Fullerton, a big reason why SJSU’s enrollment is consistent is due to Vietnam veterans who attended
the university.
Spartan band will once again take the field: The SJSU Marching Spartans, an all brass and percussion band, are performing in full
force at the football field for the first time since 1969. The band was was last heard in 1974 when only 50 of 150 or so members returned.
Judo team wins: The judo team won the Pacific Amateur Athletic Union title for the 20th straight year on March 12. The final team for

SJSU was 27 points while CSU Hayward was next closest with six points.

-Pete Decena,
UPD Chief of Police

CVA: August estimated reopening
FROM PAGE 1
community relations coordinator for SJSU housing.
Brown said that phase one
of the construction was adding the softener and phase
two was created after they
found the clogged pipes. This
construction occurred over
the course of last summer in
the parking garage of Campus
Village.
The reason construction
on the water pipes began in
the first place was because the
housing office on the second
floor of Campus Village B began
experiencing water leakage.
“It was because the number of leaks in the office and
CVB,” Brown said. “And they
investigated and found that
the pipes were backed up.”
While these fixes have
been occurring, residents said
they are still experiencing
difficulties with the water in
their dorms.
Bryeana Dimery, a fourth
year biology major, was having trouble with her water
after they did a water shutdown in the building. She said
she put in two maintenance
requests before someone
came and even after that her
water still wasn’t hot.
“The next day I ended up
going to the housing office
right before they closed and
told them it was an emergency and I wasn’t putting up
with the cold water anymore,”
Dimery said.
The water shutdown that
occurred was last semester
and Dimery said before that
her water was fine.
“I was told the shut down
was for the pipes being constructed incorrectly,” she said.
Brown said even though
they added another phase
construction probably will
not last the whole summer.

Wednesday, March 14, 2012

“Initally, we thought it was
more extensive than what it
is,” Brown said. “We thought
everyone would need to move
out for the whole summer
but that’s not going to be the
case.”

Culatta, director of SJSU
housing, said that Campus
Village A is tentatively scheduled to reopen before the Fall
2012 semester and residents
should be able to move back
in August 18 and 19.
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Today’s Phrase:
“ring leader”
Contest Rules:
Find the phrase of the day in each
edition of Spartan Daily on
March 14, 15, 19 and 20
Bring at least three of the four phrases of
the day into Dwight Bentel Hall, Room 209
from March 19-21 between 2-4 PM to be
entered into the drawing to win two tickets
to Cirque du Soleil’s Totem!
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The current state of the San Jose Sharks franchise
Niemi should receive blame Lack of urgency dooms S.J.
for midseason problems
by Scott Semmler
Sports Editor

by Boris Slager
Staff Writer

For the first time since the
2002-2003 season, the San Jose
Sharks could miss the playoffs.
The Sharks’ recent struggles are mainly due to their
goaltender Antti Niemi.
The team did win two nights
ago against the Edmonton Oilers, avenging a loss on March 6.
However, the Sharks are
6-14 over their last 20 games
and are in danger of missing
the playoffs.
I will focus on three recent
games. One is the Saturday,
March 3 game against the St.
Louis Blues, another is the
Oilers game and the last game
against the Dallas Stars that
took place Thursday March 8.
I will not focus on the goals
against average or the save
percentage of Niemi during
these games because a fan can
easily look that information up
and sometimes those numbers
can be deceiving.
To be fair, the Blues are
one of the best teams in the
National Hockey League.
However, the first goal the
Blues scored was an open net
goal on the power play. Niemi
went out to the puck and was
behind the net when the Blues’
player scored.
I know some people will
call it a fluke goal, but the
game was in the Sharks’ arena
and a goalie should know the
bounce of the boards.

This is especially true take the lead with about three
We have become so accuswhile the team is on a penalty minutes left in the game.
tomed to winning in San Jose.
kill, which is another area the
Niemi did it again, giving
So when a team with the noSharks have been struggling up the lead with about 1:15 left
table history of terrific regular
in this season.
in the game.
seasons and consistent playoff
The Sharks were able to tie
the game later in the first period but just twenty seconds
later the Blues scored to retake
the lead.
This is Niemi’s biggest
problem because it is not
how many goals are scored
against him, but when they
are scored.
The Blues got another power play goal in the second period and went on to win that
game 3-1.
The problem with Niemi in
the Edmonton game was that
the Oilers scored within 10 seconds of the opening puck drop.
However, the Sharks were
able to take the lead in the second period.
Less than a minute later, the
Blues tied it and again Niemi
was unable to hold the lead, as
the Blues won in a shootout.
The last game will be the
game against the Stars which
was the best example of how San Jose Sharks goalie Antti Niemi warms up before the game against
Niemi gives up leads.
the Washington Capitals on February 13. Photo by Chuck Myers / MCT
The Stars scored first which
is another trend that happens
He couldn’t even hold the
appearances, like the San Jose
with Niemi in net.
lead for three minutes and the
Sharks have, suddenly stops winHowever, the Sharks were Sharks went on to lose in a
ning, people start freaking out.
able to score at the end of the shoot out.
They should be worried, the
second period and beginning
The worst thing about the
Sharks are straddling the Westof the third period, giving the loss is that if the Sharks would
ern Conference playoff picture
Sharks all the momentum.
have won in regulation they
for the first time in I don’t
Niemi gave up the lead yet would have only been one
know – we are just not accusagain.
point behind the Stars for the
tomed to that.
The Sharks were able to re- division lead.
With 13 games to play in

the National Hockey League
season, San Jose sits in eighth
place, the last spot in the Western Conference playoffs.
However, the team has never
been in this position before, the
coaching is not used to this and
the front office has done too
much. They are used to winning on a consistent basis every
year because for the last seven
seasons, San Jose has been a
factor in the playoffs and has
been among the best teams in
the NHL.
The dip in wins can be attributed to several things.
Just one month ago, the
Sharks were sitting in third place
in the playoff standings and atop
the Pacific Division, but a brutal
road trip and significant injuries
can take some of the blame for
why the team now sits outside
the playoff picture.
But the thing that has hurt
this team the most is the lack
of passion it has displayed on
the ice, and anyone who has
watched the past two weeks of
Sharks hockey can attest to that.
San Jose is playing lackluster
hockey and now they are paying for it in the standings by
having to push hard over these
next few weeks to be included
in the playoffs this season.
Lack of urgency is probably
the biggest factor facing this
Sharks team right now.
After returning from the
brutal nine-game road trip in
mid-February where they went
2-6-1 against a mix of elite and
bottom-tier teams, the Sharks
were thrust to the back end of
the playoff standings.
However, there was no difference in the way they played.

The defense still looked winded
on the ice, the goaltending was
suspect as per usual these days
and the superstar players remained no-shows.
So general manager Doug
Wilson took the team’s fate
into his own hands, trading the
only motivated player San Jose
had, Jamie McGinn, to the Colorado Avalanche for depth on
the third and fourth lines come
playoff time.
It turns out, there may be no
playoff time for this team.
T.J. Galiardi and Daniel
Winnik are very good players
with arguably brighter futures
than McGinn, but McGinn was
the friendly face in the hallway and Logan Couture’s best
friend. Trading him was trading the locker room chemistry
from a team in dire need of a
pick-me-up.
Even worse, McGinn has five
goals and two assists since the
trade, while Galiardi and Winnik have a combined total of
one assist.
Let the panic set in.
Despite the unfortunate run
of games, lack of urgency and
overall terrible play from all areas, the Sharks still remain just
one point out of the playoffs
and four points out of the top
spot in the Pacific Division.
The season starts now for
the Sharks, but a little urgency
needs to set in for this team to
have any chance of making the
playoffs this season.
Look for offensive ringleader Joe Thornton to put
the team on his back over the
next three weeks and take
them into the playoffs in one
form or another.

Accelerated
Bachelor of
Science in
Nursing
(ABSN)

SAMUEL MERRITT UNIVERSITY
welcomes the opportunity to help you learn more about
our Accelerated Bachelor of Science in Nursing (ABSN)
program. The ABSN program is our 12 month nursing
program for students with a baccalaureate in a nonnursing field.
• Admission offered 6 times per year
• Taught locally on the San Mateo campus
(off 101, just south of SFO)

• Admission counseling
appointments available
Remembertoalwayscarryyour
TowerCard&LibraryCardto
ensurestudentlibraryprivileges!

• For more information contact:
eberdali@samuelmerritt.edu
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Disney’s ‘John Carter’ a monster box office disappointment
Unoriginal scenes of
action and romance
create dull plot for flick
by Angelisa Ross
Staff Writer

“John Carter,” directed by
Andrew Stanton, creator of the
“Toy Story” film trilogy and
“WALL-E,” hit theaters Friday.
However, within the first ten
minutes of the film it’s obvious
that the level of acting in the
film is going to be painfully bad.
The movie begins with a massive fighting scene filled with
swords in the desert followed by
the typical “good guy, bad guy”
dialogue.
By the time the actual title
scene appeared, I contemplated
leaving and asking for a reimbursement.
This movie relied heavily on
technology yet the graphic effects were poorly utilized.
The movie “John Carter,” is
based on the novel by author
Edgar Rice Burroughs.
This film was filled with
action, compassion and betrayal.
Essentially, the movie was
about John Carter’s journey to
return back to Earth, fighting
any and everyone along the way.
The plot was similar to
the movie “Pocahontas,” in a
sense that John Carter meets
indigenous natives and becomes
a part of their tribe.
The love story that was
weaved in was nauseously
predictable.
In the film, John Carter is
a man from the 18th century
that gets transported to Barsoom (Mars).

The movie also attempted to
elaborate on the relevance of
John Carter through sprinkling
in moments where he reflected
on memories.
The twist and turn of the
movie was slightly confusing
yet visually interesting.
In a scene where John Carter
finds the tree that will help him
get back to Earth, the tree lights
up beautifully once he touches
it.
However, the aliens John
Carter meets on mars in the
movie resembled a generic version of Avatars.
The aliens have similar face
paint and body structure, the
only difference is they have an
extra pair of arms.
As the plot thickens with
betrayal and lust, views of the
characters attempt to restore
nail-biting interest in the film.
One of my favorite scenes
was when John Carter fights
two humongous creatures in an
effort to save the life of Tars Tarkas, played by Willem Dafoe.
This scene was exciting and
left me with a feeling of empathy for a few of the characters.
There were a lot of loose ends
which lead to frustration and
confusion toward the end of the
movie.
According to Rotten Tomatoes, a website dedicated to
movies, the $300 million movie
generated approximately $30
million in revenue during the
first week.
The movie gained $103 million from worldwide viewers,

Two giant six-limbed monsters, referred to as “White Apes,” attack John Carter played by Taylor Kitsch in the movie ‘John
Carter,’ which was released on Friday. Photo Courtesy of allmoviephoto.com
according to a Vanity Fair article.
Therefore, roughly $200 million dollars were wasted on the
production of this movie.
The main character, John
Carter, is played by Taylor
Kitsch, who has also been in
“Friday Night Lights” and “XMen Origins: Wolverine.”
A few of Kitsch’s scenes
were painful to watch because
Kitsch’s acting reminded me of
an early Steven Seagal film with
a raspy voice and unrealistic
fighting scenes.
In the beginning scenes, John
Carter is in New York City during the 18th century, where his
Seagal accent was most noticeable.
Gratefully, by the end of the
movie Kitsch’s Steven Seagal
accent completely disappeared.
The acting was extremely
predictable — almost every
scene mimicked a typical love
story.

Public Notice of Proposed Admissions Guidelines
San José State University (SJSU) is considering changes to admissions
guidelines for academic year 2013-2014. SJSU is considering:
Including the major of “Undeclared” as an impacted major, consistent
with all other majors in the university that are already impacted.
Establishing campus-level minimum requirements for consideration
that continue to provide admission preference to applicants from the
local area.
Ensuring outreach to communities characterized by low socioeconomic
status and historically low rates of college attendance.
SJSU will hold three public hearings regarding proposed changes:
Monday, March 19, noon-2 p.m.
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Library, Room 225/229
150 East San Fernando St.
San Jose, California 95112
Public parking is available at the city’s Fourth Street Garage, 44 S. Fourth St.,
$1 per 20 minutes, $20 maximum, Monday - Friday 6 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Wednesday, March 21, 12:15-2 p.m.
Foothill College
Appreciation Hall (Room 1500)
12345 El Monte Road
Los Altos Hills, California 94022-4599
Visitors to Foothill College must purchase a day-use parking permit for $3
from dispensers in student parking lots. The dispensers accept $1 bills as well
as nickels, dimes and quarters. For additional information, call (650) 949-7303
or visit www.foothill.edu.
Thursday, March 22, 7-8:30 p.m.
East Side Union High School District Board Room
830 N. Capitol Ave.
San Jose, California 95133
Free public parking is available.

Anyone may comment on these proposed changes. The public may also
submit comments by visiting http://go.sjsu.edu/admissions-publichearings12.
All comments will receive consideration. These meetings are wheelchair
accessible. Individuals requiring other accommodations should contact SJSU at
(408) 924-1166 as soon as possible.

Characters Tardos Mors, played by Ciaran Hinds, and Dejah Thoris, played by Lynn Collins,
prepare for battle in Disney’s ‘John Carter.’ Photo courtesy of allmoviephoto.com
The movie’s leading love inBased on the revenue launched in 2002.
terest was Princess Dejah, who the movie earned, obviously
This film was definitely not
was played by actress Lynn Col- spectators are not interested in compelling enough to be one
lins.
this type of movie especially hour and 58 minutes long.
Though Collins plays the typ- since it is similar to the movie
If anyone is interested in
ical strong “damsel in distress,” “Avatar.”
seeing this movie, I seriously
her acting in the film made it
Therefore, this movie would suggest they wait until it’s availeasier to endure.
have benefited had it been able to rent.
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Insurgents attack Afghans
by McClatchy Tribune
Wire Service

NAJIBAN, Afghanistan —
The delegation came to Najiban
to pay its respects to the dead.
But insurgents offered them no
respite, spilling more blood at
even this most solemn — and
heavily guarded — occasion.
The crowd of Afghan dignitaries — including two brothers
of President Hamid Karzai —
came under fire from suspected
Taliban insurgents Tuesday
as they visited the site of Sunday’s massacre of 16 civilians
by a U.S. soldier. One Afghan
soldier was killed and two others wounded, but none of the
senior officials — who included the governor of Kandahar
province and the Afghan army
chief — were reported harmed.
The attack by insurgents firing from long range showed that
they can disrupt even the most
well-guarded affairs, and even
here in Panjway — a district of
southern Kandahar province that
has long been a Taliban stronghold but which U.S. military officials had recently described as
one of the success stories of the
U.S. troop surge.
Pentagon officials continued
to remain tight-lipped about
the suspect being held in Afghanistan in connection with
the massacre — a 38-year-old
Army staff sergeant who had
served three tours in Iraq before being deployed to Afghanistan late last year. The identity
of the sergeant — who reportedly walked off the base in the
pre-dawn hours and methodically shot the civilians, including nine children – was being
withheld pending military
charges that Defense Secretary
Leon Panetta said could carry
the death penalty.
In Washington, President
Barack Obama issued his
strongest condemnation yet
of the shooting spree, calling
it “outrageous” and “unacceptable,” and he vowed that
the Pentagon would conduct a
thorough investigation. But he
said that it wouldn’t force an
acceleration of his administration’s plan to halt U.S. combat
operations by the end of 2014
and transfer security responsibilities to Afghan forces.
“We have a strategy that will
allow us to responsibly wind
down this war,” he said. “We’re
steadily transitioning to the Afghans who are moving into the
lead. And that’s going to allow
us to bring our troops home.”
Few Afghans in Najiban village on Tuesday were willing
to listen to apologies, however.
A McClatchy Newspapers journalist, the only Western reporter at the scene, observed the
delegation of Afghan officials
encountering angry responses
as it met villagers near the site
where 11 of the 16 victims had
been gunned down on Sunday.
“We are here to share your
pain,” said Asadullah Khalid,
the minister of border affairs
and the former governor of
Kandahar.
A few angry locals objected
as he spoke. The minister motioned them to sit down.
“We don’t want the Americans here,” one elder told the
minister.
“We demand justice,” another shouted.
Some Afghans said the suspect should face justice in an Afghan court. The minister looked
awkward – what could he say
in response? The circling U.S.
helicopters and jets overhead
seemed a reminder of which party in the Afghan-U.S. relationship held most of the power.
Abdul Qaym Karzai pronounced the massacre “a very
bad incident.”
As the Karzai brothers and
other top officials started to
walk back to their vehicles, a
sound like exploding firecrackers swept loudly in the street.
A few people jumped; others

smirked, seemingly oblivious
to the danger. Moments later,
officials, security personnel
and locals raced for cover as
the insurgents apparently fired
from the neighboring village of
Alkozai, about one mile away.
For about 30 minutes, confusion reigned as the crackle of
heavy weapons and the blasts
of explosions echoed around
the village. Next to a clutch of
police trucks, an army officer
in civilian clothes was hit. He
sprinted for the safety of nearby
wall, his trousers stained with a
nasty-looking flesh wound. He
was bundled into the back of a
car and rushed away.

The Kandahar police commander, Gen. Abdul Raziq,
stood with a satellite phone in
one hand, relaxed to the point
of nonchalance.
“No problem, no problem,”
he laughed, as he dismissed the
morning’s events in broken English. “Every day there is ambush.”
Not so light-hearted was the
Afghan man who stood nearby,
a young boy in his arms, perhaps 4 or 5 years old. His family
was killed in the massacre.
The man spoke to an Afghan
investigator about the killings,
talking quietly and watching
with empty eyes while the investigator filled out his paperwork.

A wounded Afghan National Army officer, foreground, and an Afghan policeman run for cover during
an attack Tuesday by Taliban insurgents on a high-level delegation that was visiting Najiban village
in Kandahar province, the site of Sunday’s massacre of 16 civilians by a U.S. soldier. Photo courtesy
of Jon Stephenson / MCT
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Santorum takes Alabama, Mississippi
by McClatchy Tribune
Wire Service

BILOXI, Miss. — Rick Santorum scored two major victories
in his insurgent campaign for the
Republican presidential nomination on Tuesday, winning the
Alabama and Mississippi primaries and dealing a potentially
crippling blow to former House
Speaker Newt Gingrich.
With most of the votes tallied, Gingrich was running
second in both states, followed
closely by Mitt Romney.
The twin losses for Gingrich,
who devoted a full week to zigzagging across the two states by
bus, effectively crushed his effort to resuscitate his candidacy
in the South, notwithstanding
his vow Tuesday night to press
forward.
For Santorum, the victories
in the heart of the Republican
Party’s Deep South stronghold
could help establish him as its
lone conservative alternative to
Romney. Having now won 10
contests in states spanning the
nation, Santorum heads into
the next round of contests in
Missouri, Illinois and Louisiana
with a burst of new momentum.
“We did it again!” the former Pennsylvania senator told
cheering supporters at a celebration in Lafayette, La.
Only Romney had little to
lose in Alabama and Mississippi. The former Massachusetts governor, whose talk of
eating grits and catfish proved
to be awkward overtures to locals, called Tuesday’s contests
an “away game,” forgoing the
formality of an election-night
party in Alabama or Mississippi
to travel to New York City for
fundraisers this week.
As elsewhere, Romney and
his allies outspent rivals on radio and television ads by huge
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margins. But most Republicans in the region are evangelical Christians, a group that
shunned Romney in nearly every state that has voted so far
— and did so again on Tuesday,
according to surveys of voters
leaving the polls.
Preliminary results of the
surveys on Tuesday found 4 out
of 5 voters in Mississippi, and
a slightly smaller share in Alabama, were white evangelicals.
They are Santorum’s bulwark of support nationwide. He
thanked them Tuesday for their
prayers. Surrounded by his wife,
Karen, and a few of their seven
children, he also told them of his
commitment to “the integrity of
the family and the centrality of
faith in our lives.”
“The time is now for conservatives to pull together,” he said.
“The time is now to make sure
… that we have the best chance
to win this election, and the best
chance to win this election is to
nominate a conservative to go
up against Barack Obama who
can take him on on every issue.”
Gingrich, appearing subdued as he addressed supporters in Hoover, Ala., signaled he
had no intention, certainly for
the moment, of ceding that role
to Santorum.
“The elite media’s effort to
convince the nation that Mitt
Romney is inevitable just collapsed,” he said. “If you’re a
front-runner and you keep
coming in third, you’re not
much of a front-runner.”
Gingrich conceded that he
wound up “not getting as many
votes as we liked, but we were
clearly changing the national
dialogue in the last week,” referring to his vow to bring
gasoline prices down to $2.50 a
gallon if he becomes president.
“We are already impacting the
national debate on a scale that
all of Romney’s ad money hasn’t

achieved,” he said. “And we are
doing it because ideas matter.”
In Alabama, 47 delegates
were up for grabs; in Mississippi, 37. Also taking place later
Tuesday were caucuses in Hawaii, with 17 delegates at stake,
and American Samoa, with six.
Romney was destined to remain well ahead in the national
race for the 1,144 delegates
needed to win the nomination.
There was no chance that any
rival would catch up on Tuesday, nor anytime soon, which
Romney gladly pointed out as
he denounced Santorum for a
new TV ad attacking his fiscal
record in Massachusetts.
“Senator Santorum is at the
desperate end of his campaign
and is trying in some way to
boost his prospects, and frankly,
misrepresenting the truth is not a
good way of doing that,” Romney
told CNN on Tuesday afternoon.
Santorum’s geographic reach
— he has now won nine states
spanning the nation — makes
him a bigger threat to Romney
than Gingrich, who had won
only South Carolina and Georgia, home of the district he represented in Congress.
Laying out Santorum’s steep
challenge in accumulating
delegates, Romney sought to
play down the potential danger ahead. “If you look at the
math of how many delegates
he’d have to win to become the
nominee, it’s a very difficult
road for him,” he said.
The protracted delegate fight
has raised the possibility that
none of the three contenders will
reach the threshold needed to secure the nomination before the
Republican National Convention
in Tampa, Fla., in August.
For Romney’s opponents, the
scramble only gets tougher as
the number of remaining contests dwindles, even with a convoluted nominating process that
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has spawned wide variations in
the delegate count, depending
on who is doing the tally.
“The fact is that the longer
this race goes on, the better we
are,” Santorum told Fox News
radio on Tuesday. “And having to go to the convention — if
that’s where it goes, it goes — I
don’t think is a bad thing at all.
Because I think we’ll come out
of that convention with a conservative nominee, and that’s
our best chance to win.”
Romney has more money, a
bigger organization and “Fox
News shilling for him every
day,” Santorum said, but he
“can’t seal the deal because he
just doesn’t have the goods to
be able to motivate the Republican base.” (Host Brian Kilmeade
bridled at the characterization
of Fox News. Santorum declined to retract it, but in a nod
to the network’s power, added,
“I love you guys.”)
Santorum’s improbable path
to defeating Romney depends on
Gingrich abandoning his candidacy. Tuesday morning, however, Gingrich rejected Santorum’s
argument that conservatives
must unite soon to stop Romney.
“There’s a certain advantage,
I think right now, in having
both of us tag-team Romney,
because neither one of us by
ourselves can raise the money
to match Romney,” Gingrich
said in a radio interview on
the nationally syndicated “Rick
& Bubba Show.” Together, he
said, “we’re really slowing him
down, with some help, frankly,
from Ron Paul.”
Paul, the iconoclastic congressman from Texas with a
devoted but small following,
skipped Alabama and Mississippi, but plans to campaign this
week for upcoming contests in
Missouri and Illinois. Paul has lost
every state so far, yet has gathered a smattering of delegates.

Events happening today
Careers in Nonprofit Workshop
12:30 p.m to 1:30 p.m.
Student Union — Umunhum Room
Presented by Idealist.org & the SJSU Career Center
Nonprofit & Public Service Forum
2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Student Union Ballroom
Presented by the SJSU Career Center
How to Write a Research Paper & Library Resources
Workshop
2 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Clark Hall, room 116
Presented by the Peer Mentor Center

Tomorrow
CASA Book Authors Reception
3 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Martin Luther King Jr. Library, room 225/229
Presented by College of Applied Sciences & Arts

Friday, March 16
Free Movie: Budrus
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Engineering Auditorium 189
Presented by SJSU Arabic Program and the Silicon
Valley Middle East Studies Consortium
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three working days prior to desired publication date. Entry forms are available in Spartan Daily, DBH
209. Send emails to spartandailyeditorial@sjsumedia.com titled “SpartaGuide.” Space restrictions may
require editing or exclusion of submissions. Entry is not guaranteed. Entries are printed in order of
which they are received.
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ACROSS
1 CD- ___
(storage
devices)
5 Attack with
a knife
9 Moves like a
crane
14 Very
large-scale
15 Like permed
hair
16 “Fame”
actress Cara
17 Puente of
Latin jazz
18 Bittersweet
coating
19 Avian abodes
20 What
excavating
equipment is
designed for
23 Money
shelter
24 Kind of fair
25 Quack
medicine
27 With
7-Down,
place in Israel
28 Shaped by
machine, as
wood
32 Vacuum
cleaner part
33 Columbus
called it
home
34 Acts sulky
35 Structures
where air
is blown at
high
velocities
38 Sarcastic
“Cheers”
waitress
40 Aim
improver
3/14
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41 Impressed
42 Citizen
Kane’s
real-life
model
44 Sporty cap
47 Oboe’s
relative
49 Former pupa
51Boring tool
52 Stairways
outside of
buildings
56 At an angle
58 Administered with
a spoon,
perhaps
59 Primer
pooch
60 “Aladdin”
apparition
61 Former coin
of Italy
62 Dispose of
via eBay
63 Yard trimmer
64 When
Passiontide
falls
65 Bathtub swirl
DOWN
1 Kind
professor’s
allowance
2 Addictive
drug
3 Kind of heart
valve
4 Writer Sir
Walter
5 Dogpaddled, e.g.
6 Edible tuber
7 See 27-Across
8 Name in the
newspaper?
9 Pair in the air
10 Word before

“so!” and
“not!”
11 Wanting
(with “of”)
12 Leave
conﬁdently
in one’s care
13 Bagel seeds
21 Capital near
Yellowstone
National Park
22 “Go ahead”
signal
26 Oar holder
29 Common
conjunction
30 Young kid
31 African trade
language
33 Coats with
gold
34 Type of ulcer
35 Obtain via
force
36 ATM maker
bought by
AT&T
37 Anti votes
38 Sauerkraut,

essentially
39 Apt
rhyme for
“anticipated”
42 ___ polloi
(common
folk)
43 Sign up for
44 Accessed
(with “into”)
45 Ancient
46 Almost all
48 More
frequently,
to bards
50 Billiard shot
53 “... 15 miles
on the ___
Canal”
54 Be deserving
of
55 Bed frame
segment
57 Whopper
you can’t eat
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Editorial: Professor
office hours help
students succeed
In a 26-7 vote (with 5 abstentions), the SJSU Academic
Senate approved a motion to
drastically reduce office hours
this week, as reported in Tuesday’s Spartan Daily article,
“Office Hours Slashed by Academic Senate.”
If we accept a decrease in
office hours and instead use
email as an equal replacement
for talking face-to-face, we are
accepting a larger worldwide
trend.
We cannot accept this —
technology should be used as
an enhancement as opposed to
a replacement for the way we
live our lives.
When you call someone or
see them in real life, they cannot hide as easily behind a digital veil. They are there, in the
flesh.
Office hours provide a neutral ground — a portal of communication where students
can approach their professors
without pressure.
Sure, we ask questions
about the content, but more
importantly, we learn how to
talk to people, how to ask for
favors and how to improve relationships with people we see
on a daily basis.
People should be approachable — we know our professors
and they should know us.
Though they spent 10-plus
years getting a post-graduate
education, they are people, too.
Can’t we agree to be on a
first-name basis with our professors? Can’t we get to know
each other and understand one
another?
Our society needs to eliminate the notion of the ivory
tower, and instead replace it
with the realm of an education
sphere.
Education should be a twoway relationship, not just a
one-way stream. The CSU
website states two of its core
missions of our education system is “quality in instruction,”
and “an environment in which
scholarship, research, creative,
artistic, and professional activity are valued and supported.”
In truth, the CSU is framed
with a teaching method of approachability and practicality, whereas the UC system is
built on grants and academic
research.
Students go to SJSU, or any
of the other CSUs, to learn actual skills, not just to attain a
theory-based education.
However, as our larger society changes rapidly, our professors need to see how things

change. They can learn from
students, too — we’re into social media, modern art and the
like. We’re different from the
students five years ago, and extremely different than the students 20 years ago. We don’t
agree with the way things
were done: understand where
we come from.
One such example is the
hailed substitute for office
hours: email. However, it’s a
cold, dreary, impersonal system.
Even worse, email has become the slowest form of digital communication in our society. Some people simply don’t
answer their emails for days, if
at all. Messages get “caught” in
the “spam filter” or sent to “the
wrong email address.”
These excuses are unacceptable.
We need to mitigate the
problems of generational culture clashes with an attempt at
symbiotic learning.
An online distance has replaced interpersonal communication in our society.
Though we are, with technology, the most connected
our world has ever been, we
are increasingly becoming the
most disconnected people to
ever live.
Why us? Why SJSU? Well,
we are the oldest public university in California — there was
no UC Berkeley or UCLA before there was our university.
We’ve been a model for
public education on the West
Coast since our school’s inception in 1857, so why not
continue to improve our
university?
Let’s find a way to make it
easier for students to graduate
without compromising our education: to keep the quality of our
learning while removing the
difficulty of our bureaucracies.
What are we paying for
as students is for an education, not just borrowed time
in a classroom. We seek actual learning, not to copy notes
from a computer presentation.
The role of the professor is
not just a job — at some core
level, it is about the enrichment
and betterment of our society.
We are not just creating
simple worker machines. What
we are creating are model citizens — that is the ultimate goal
of higher education.
Face the facts: people are
social creatures and nothing
good can come by reducing
the time we can see each other.
Don’t accept this farce for educational reform.

This column
appears
every other
Wednesday
An air raid siren wailed in
the distance, an ebb and flow
of sound, originating from a
single speaker five miles away
in town, both disconnected and
yet concretely real.
Its screech, so rarely heard
in my sleepy town, was intrinsically tied to disaster — fire or
flooding.
Bleary-eyed and confused,
I awoke to my mom shaking
me from beneath my Minnie
Mouse comforter. She pressed a
black trash bag into my hands.
“Put everything you can into
this bag,” she said. “We have to
go. We have to go now.”
“Go” meant evacuate. Three
days before my seventh birthday, a birthday I would spend
in a dingy hotel room.
I watched as the farmers
drove their tractors and farm
equipment to the levees, like a
heard of elephants slowly being
led from their pens to higher
ground.

by
Jeffrey
Cianci
A&E Editor

This past week, an 85-yearold restaurant reviewer in
North Dakota became the
subject of Internet viral sensation after she wrote about her
town’s newest restaurant — Olive Garden.
Marilyn Hagerty, a longtime columnist for the Grand
Forks Herald in Grand Forks,
North Dakota, wrote a genuinely welcoming and positive
review about her town’s newest restaurant, which she described as “the largest and most
beautiful restaurant now operating in Grand Forks.”
Over the next couple days,
Hagerty’s piece was re-tweeted
and lampooned by bloggers for
her simply-written review on
the large chain restaurant.
One twitter user summed up
the thoughts of many who have
mocked the restaurant critic’s
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I watched as we slashed
open bags of cat and dog food
for the pets we couldn’t take
with us. I remember my dad
stacking furniture in the living room, creating a labyrinth
of wood and upholstery, building it higher in hopes that if it
flooded the water would spare
some of our belongings.
I remember feeling helpless,
swamped by my own inability
to control things so desperately
outside of my control.
This is one of the most vivid memories I have from my
childhood. In January of 1997,
Robbins, the small town I grew
up in, was evacuated following one of the wettest winters
recorded in Northern California.
According to document released by the Sacramento Area
Flood Control Agency, December of 1996 was the fifth record
flood in 46 years. Unprecedented amounts of rain and melted
snow surged into the Feather
and San Joaquin rivers.
Sacramento was spared
when the fury of a New Year’s
weekend storm hit 40 miles
north, but levee failures sent
water rushing into Olivehurst,

Arboga, Wilton, Manteca and
Modesto.
More than 23,000 homes,
businesses, agricultural lands,
bridges and roads — valued at
about $2 billion — were damaged. Nine people were killed
and 120,000 people were evacuated from their homes, according to the document.
Robbins was one of the
places that could have flooded.
My family and I could have lost
our homes. We could have lost
everything.
Farmers have a love-hate relationship with the rain. They
love it because they need to irrigate their crops.
Their livelihoods are determined by the amount of rainfall
and snow pack that comes each
winter.
They hate it because too
much could wash their lives
away, literally.
This stands in direct contrast
to the mentality Bay Area residents have about rain and it’s
something that I have a hard
time understanding.
Rain here is an inconvenience. People can’t drive in it,
it floods the gutters, it brings
people down.

Rain in the country is a
threat to your existence. Mother Nature stands as a true force
of nature, where there is nothing between you and losing everything but a crumbling levee.
She has power.
In Australia, the southeast
region has been hit by the most
rain in 38 years last week because of the weather phenomenon La Nina.
According to an article by
Bloomberg, rainwater has decimated agricultural land and
city streets are underwater.
About 12,900 people have
been forced to leave their
homes and 75 percent of New
South Wales is flooded the article reported.
These people, and people
from India and Pakistan and
many other countries in the
world that experience flooding on a yearly basis, know
the feelings of helplessness
my 7-year-old self knew for a
week. They know the power
of nature and the havoc it can
wreak on humanity.
Rain means more than just a
bad hair day for those outside
of the Bay Area. It’s a force to
be reckoned with.

Food snobs need to lay off Marilyn Hagerty
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positive review, “Hagerty must
be impervious to overly salted
food, she really liked the Olive
Garden?? Blech!”
However, there have been
just as many readers and
even popular foodie personalities such as Anthony Bourdain that have come to the
side of Hagerty, saying that
for her small town of 65,000
people, her simple review
works.
Hagerty, who seems to be
oblivious to all the commotion
her review created, has said
she has no time “to deal with
this crap.”
Hagerty’s dismissive attitude towards her critics has
gained even more Internet
praise for the elderly columnist, even landing her on the
Today Show this week.
While visiting New York
City this week, Hagerty is
making a foodie tour around
the city, reportedly dining at
one of the city’s prestigious
restaurants, Le Bernardin,
courtesy of reservations made
by Anthony Bourdain.

Hagerty will also reportedly
be making an appearance on
Anderson Cooper’s 360, where
she and Anderson will be dining at — where else — the Olive
Garden in Times Square.
While the elderly writer’s
review may have created a
snicker that spread across the
Internet, making the writer an
instant mini-celebrity, it gives
big city food writers a breath
of simplicity.
For someone who wants to
be a restaurant critic, I must
admit I see the comedy in
Hagerty’s positive review of
the run-of-the-mill restaurant
chain.
However, as many have
pointed out, she was doing her
job by reporting on what matters most to her readers.
In a town as small as hers, it
is actually newsworthy to have
an Olive Garden pop up in its
backyard.
I wouldn’t review an Olive
Garden.
I live in a town of close to
a million with restaurant selections of every cuisine from

five-star French establishments
to sidewalk taquerias.
Comparing myself to Hagerty is like apples to oranges — or
pink ladies to organic blood oranges for all you food snobs out
there.
While I may be stuck in the
culture of big city foodies where
we concentrate on the work of
a talented, up-and-coming chef
or a new boutique cooking
method, it is easy to forget that
for many, food is just food.
I really doubt that Hagerty’s
simple review will lower the
“snob factor” of food writers
in big cities, or even my own
reviews, but it does show that
beauty is in the eye of the beholder.
Restaurant reviewers should
be writing to what their readers
would want, not trying to stay
up on the hot new food trend or
restaurant.
Hagerty was simply doing
what was best for small town
paper’s readers, big city elitist
should back off and let Grand
Forks enjoy their soup and
bread sticks.
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Letters to the editor may be placed in
the letters to the editor box in the Spartan
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Spartan Daily Opinion Editor, San Jose, CA
95192-0149.
Letters to the editor must contain the
author’s name, address, phone number,
signature and major. Letters become proper-

ty of the Spartan Daily and may be edited for
clarity, grammar, libel and length. Only
letters of 300 words or less will be considered for publication.
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Daily is a public forum.
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Bowling Center to be closed for one year due to construction
by Eddie Fernandez
Staff Writer

The Bowling Center will get an
interior renovation and have a direct tie-in to the 24/Cyber cafe in
the near future, continuing progress
for the Student Union expansion in
March 2013.
According to Terry Gregory, associate director of Student Union,
SJSU was mandated by the Chancellors Office to do a seismic retrofit
because the Student Union one of a
few buildings on campus identified
by the Chancellors Office seismic
review company as not up to code.
“When we got into the renovation
project we just decided to lump it
into the project, so that solution for
the seismic retrofit is going to take
as part of the main building/existing
building,” Gregory said.
Gregory said the table tennis
area will be going away and closed
off, but will be turned into a cyber
lounge cafe on one side with the

Pairs of bowling shoes in the Student
Union bowling center Tuesday. Photo
by Raphael Kluzniok / Spartan Daily

bowling center on the other to accommodate students.
The arcade will be scaled down
with only popular games that students will play, Gregory said.
In addition, from March 2013 to
March 2014, the bowling center will
be out of operation due to the renovation, Gregory said.
“Right now we’ve lost four of our
lanes because we have this wall up
here since there doing construction
above us and it’s a hazard, some of
the ceiling tiles were falling down,”
said Samantha Sinwald, a graduate
student majoring in justice studies
and employee at the bowling center.
The construction has affected
students trying to enroll in bowling
classes at SJSU because of limited
lanes and bowling leagues had to be
cut down, according to Juanita Hernandez, a junior bioforensics major
and employee at the bowling center.
Sinwald added that the construction has not been pleasant because of
the lack of communication between
construction workers and employees
and students.
“It’s definitely been a problem
because even while they’ve been
doing the construction, they were
pouring concrete at one point but
they didn’t tarp off the public places
where they weren’t done with it,”
Sinwald said. “We’ve gotten rain falling down our walls and pooling on
our lanes… we’ve had leaks.”
Daniel Benavides, senior project
manager at O’Connor Construction Management, had no comment
about the construction.

Members of the SJSU bowling team practice at the Student Union Bowling Center on Tuesday. The center is under construction due to the Student Union renovation. Photo by Raphael Kluzniok / Spartan Daily

Onofre Galvez, a junior communications major, said he enjoys coming to the arcade room daily and has
not found the construction to be a
problem to him nor had complaints
about the game room.
“This is actually a pretty good
arcade compared to the rest of the
Bay Area,” the communication major said. “The prices are really good,
some of the best I’ve seen. Usually I
like to grab on the Street Fighter 4
machine.”

Matthew Crepps, a senior accounting major, enrolled in a bowling course and said he finds the
construction difficult on his class because fewer bowling lanes are available and that they are also unreliable
at times.
“Just from the experience of being in class the lanes just don’t function overall, just how they should be
working,” Crepps said.
A survey was done by students,
making a bowling center a prime

recreation activity and it was agreed
upon to put it in the new Student
Union in 1969, according to Gregory.
In 1969, when the Student Union
opened, lots of student union’s
across the country had bowling
lanes in them, Gregory added.
Around 1978, the Student Union
was one of the first in California to
put in pinball machines and video
games, and in the early 1980’s coin
operated games began a huge business, Gregory said.

Court battle over UC Davis pepper-spraying report continues
by McClatchy Tribune
Wire Service

SACRAMENTO, Calif. —
Decades of debate over the public’s right to know about police
actions vs. officers’ rights to
privacy are coming to a head as
a result of the pepper-spraying
of students last November on
the University of California,
Davis campus.
Lawyers for the officers who
pepper-sprayed students and
other protesters seated in defiance during a Nov. 18 demonstration are due in court Friday
in Oakland to press their argument that a long-awaited report
on the incident cannot be released unless officers’ names and
other information are redacted.
UC officials and free speech
advocates counter that such
privacy rights do not apply in
this case, and that a public airing of the report in its entirety
is of critical importance in holding those involved accountable.
“The pepper-spraying incident that prompted the report
generated national outrage
at what many perceived as
the misuse of excessive force
against nonviolent student
protesters on the campus of a
public university,” an American
Civil Liberties Union attorney
argued in court documents
filed Tuesday.
“If the university is not able
to explain to the public how it
is that an incident such as this
occurred, it will never be able
to make a convincing case that
it has taken the steps that are
necessary to ensure that it does
not happen again,” said Michael
Risher, an attorney for the
ACLU’s Northern California
branch.
Lawyers representing the
campus officers involved in the
pepper-spraying disagree, arguing that release of the report
would constitute the “unlawful
release of confidential personnel information.”
The Federated University
Police Officers Association
won a temporary restraining
order last week to prevent release of the report, the product
of months of investigation by
the Kroll consulting group and
a task force headed by Cruz
Reynoso, a former state Supreme Court justice.

The pepper-spraying took
place amid a campus protest last
November, when students and
supporters gathered on the quad
to protest rising college costs.
Video clips that went viral on
the Internet showed an officer
methodically spraying a row of
seated students after they failed
to obey orders to disperse.
Amid the uproar that followed, UC Davis Chancellor
Linda P.B. Katehi maintained
that the officers had defied her
orders by using force, and commissioned an independent investigation, one of half a dozen
launched in the incident’s wake.
She and other university officials have pushed for its release.
“Chancellor Katehi and the
UC Davis campus community
have a strong interest in moving forward with any changes
necessary to ensure that all
possible steps are taken to
avoid any future events such
as the one that occurred on the
afternoon of Nov. 18,” Nancy
Sheehan, an attorney for the
UC regents, argued in court
documents.
The report’s findings have
been closely held by the task
force. The Alameda Superior
Court judge hearing the case
has a copy, and agreed to allow
the task force to give a copy to
the police union attorneys with
the understanding they would
keep it confidential.
In addition to UC officials
and the ACLU, an attorney for
The Sacramento Bee and the
Los Angeles Times submitted
a letter to the judge contending the report “is indisputably
a public record” that should be
released.
Over the years, debates over
what information involving

law enforcement officers can be
publicly released have fueled
legislation and court decisions
that afford California officers
some of the strongest protections in the nation. Police
unions have won a number of
protections, including the Public Safety Officers Procedural
Bill of Rights.
That and court rulings limit
what information can be released from the interrogation
of an officer after an incident
such as a police shooting.
Police advocates say the measures are necessary to protect
officers’ reputations and careers
if they are the target of false accusations. In the case of officerinvolved shootings, the argument is that such protections
speed up the investigation because an officer can talk freely.
“The peace officers bill of
rights enabled law enforcement
to simultaneously conduct investigations of their own people
without sacrificing an individual officer’s constitutional
rights,” said Sacramento defense
attorney William Portanova,
who has represented officers.
“If a police department is
looking at an officer’s on-duty
behavior, the interrogation of
that officer theoretically would
be prohibited by the officer’s
assertion of his Fifth Amendment rights, which all citizens
have, including cops. But it is
agreed that the need for rapid
investigation of police officers’
behavior without lawyers’ and
judges’ involvement is a good
thing for everybody.”
So, for instance, information
an officer was ordered to divulge during an internal affairs
investigation could not later be
turned over to a plaintiff for

use in a civil suit against the
officer or be used in a criminal
probe.
For the Reynoso report,
campus police officers were ordered by Acting Chief Matthew
Carmichael to cooperate with
Kroll investigators.
“To protect your Fifth
Amendment right not to incriminate yourself, any information you provide as part of this

investigation cannot be used
against you in any later criminal
proceeding,” Carmichael wrote
in a January letter to officers.
The police union cites that
letter in its legal challenge to a
release of the report. But UC attorneys said in documents filed
Tuesday that “the letter reflects
an agreement reached between
the university” and the union,
hammered out in January.

The agreement included the
understanding that none of
the information Kroll investigators received would be used
in a separate internal affairs
investigation the university
is conducting. That probe is
expected to conclude in the
coming weeks and could
determine the job fate of
officers involved in the incident.

